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OUR MISSION

Empowering young people to maximize their potential through
professional performing arts training and the creation of theatrical
and musical art that engages, transforms, and inspires.
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What an extraordinary 28th season. Looking back on this year, | am moved by the
spirit of the Mosaic family and what it means for our world today. Mosaic young
artists are encouraged to dream boldly and supported to bring their vision to
fruition. As they learn to express themselves through the arts, they begin to grow
in confidence to activate their voices off stage. With the support of our amazing
stakeholders, the young artists and team showed their mettle, persisting to
engage, transform, and inspire.

Though 2020 brought its share of challenges, we continue to provide a safe space
for young people to grow, connect, and dream. We partnered with youth from
across the country to engage young artists in co-facilitating a national young artist
summit in Austin, TX. We shared live theater and music with thousands of youth and
adult audience members in some of Detroit’s most beautiful historic theaters. And
when we had to turn on the Ghostlight in the theater, we took to spreading light and
hope through the virtual stage, on telephones, and with socially distanced drive up
celebrations. Prioritizing the physical and emotional health and safety of our young
artists, we partnered to bring programming into homes and while offering mental
health and basic needs support to youth and their families. Championing youth
voice, we launched a youth playwright and composer competition to support young
people in telling their stories, and partnered with Brandon Victor Dixon using
performance media to encourage people to activate their voice by registering and
voting.

As we enter a new season, we remain committed to upholding our legacy of
providing transformative artistic experiences as a vehicle to promote scholarship
and global citizenship. We will be authentic, bold, and creative as we innovate and
ensure the young artists and our community continues to thrive, no matter the
circumstance. We thank you for your enthusiastic support in all that lies ahead.

With gratitude,

Oeflaghea SPrande)

Executive & Artistic Director




DelLashea Strawder, Executive & Artistic Director
Aja Abney, Community Engagement Coordinator
Joe Bailey, Executive Administrative Assistant
Maurice Draughn, Music Assistant and Accompanist
Alfreda Liles, Programs Coordinator

Aleesa Searcy, Programs Administrator

Amber Griffin, Resident Teaching Artist

Andrew Huff, Associate Director of Theater Programs
Annette Madias, Grant Writer

Danielle McDonald, Development & Finance Associate
Charlene McNary, Finance Manager

Malcolm Strickland, Fund Development Intern
Lumumba Reynolds, Back Stage Tech Coordinator
Dennis Ryans ll, Teaching Specialist

Keir Ward, Resident Teaching Artist

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cornell Batie, The Balancing Act

Monica Kleszcz, SMB Innovative Group
Christopher Sheeren, Longhouse Partner LLC
Roy Sexton, Clark Hill PLC

Gabriel Doss, Google

Sjonne Badgerow, Detroit Pistons

Elliott Broom, Detroit Institute of Arts

Melissa Davis, UniWorld Group, LLC

Meagann Dunn, Henry Ford Health Systems
Prentis Edwards, Wayne County Third Circuit Court Criminal Division
Diane Green, Henry Ford College

Patricia Nemeth, Nemeth Law

Beverly Maddox, Detroit Regional Chamber
Marty Singer, Seller Lehrer Family Foundation

Kate Spratt, Neighborhood Service Organization
Kathy Thompson, HAP (retired)

Kelli Van Buren, Wayne County Community College



Mosaic Singers Alumna
Years in Program: 2011-2020

To be a leader is to be a storyteller. It is a privilege to have inherent control of your own
narrative. It is perseverant of those without this privilege to use the pen they've fought
for to write themselves into the history books. It is peaceful for those who know this
power to pass that pen to passive people and amplify powerless voices.

Mosaic has taught me to be the storyteller that leads by recognizing what is assertively
dominant in order to uplift what is unjustly docile. My mindset has been transformed
by Mosaic opportunities that challenge systems and ideas that are based in oppression.
Perhaps if | never was given the chance to lead a National Young Arts Summit
alongside a team of delegates under the age of 20 or perform classical music for a
predominantly White audience of 20,000 as an ensemble of young, Black artists, |
would have never experienced the empowerment of the unspoken narrative. These
lessons have manifested in my work as an artivist. Cultivating a research campaign that
examines the underrepresentation of minorities in theatrical institutions, representing
my class in creating solutions against exploitation and racism at the University of
Michigan, and working to create an artistic platform of marginalized creatives are all
artivist actions that are inspired by my 9 years of Mosaic training. | have learned to

put the pen back into our hands as oppressed people. | have learned to showcase our
limitless capacities and capabilities. | have learned to tell the truth within our untold
stories.

Mosaic Youth Ensemble Member, Young Artist Leader
Years in Program: 2013-Present

| joined Mosaic’s First Stage at the age of nine and moved up to Second Stage the
following year, making me the youngest young artist in the building. Being the
youngest was intimidating at first, however, it allowed me to develop my leadership,
take responsibility, and advocate for myself. | learned time management and work ethic
in elementary school. Every day before rehearsal, | had to make sure | completed all
my homework. | would also do homework and learn lines on my car rides to Mosaic to
make sure | would be best prepared for rehearsal. | learned professionalism and the
importance of commitment through the standards Mosaic set for us. | would borrow
my parents’ phones to call in if | thought | would be even five minutes late. | surprised
many adults when | would call myself in for my projects outside of Mosaic. | learned
how to conduct meetings with minimal adult interaction because of the importance
of youth leadership Mosaic stressed.

This past year | have helped plan and facilitate two poetry workshops and an entire
virtual webinar series with many elements stemmming from what | learned during
Mosaic rehearsals. | was a young artist leader and | helped facilitate many
performances including a Mosaic’s Virtual Performance series. | experienced the other
side of theatre by directing and producing the series. Working with my fellow young
artists, we created a space where youth voices could be respected and heard. The
years of encouraging young artists’ creativity and leadership helped me navigate this
new terrain. | am grateful for all of the moments and lessons | have learned in Mosaic
that have made me who | am today.
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JIMMIE COMER IlI

Mosaic Actors Alumnus
Years in Mosaic: 2019 -2020

Mosaic taught me that education doesn’t just stop in high school. The reason that is,
is because you don't stop learning about the world around you when you're 18. There
are always more things you could know, experiences to learn from, and opportunities
for growth. Mosaic helped me gain this perspective by introducing me to new
challenges—both in and out of rehearsal.

Mosaic gave me a purpose, a purpose much bigger than myself. That purpose allowed
me to exceed in school in ways | never thought were possible. | went from having a 2.0
my 2 years before Mosaic, to maintaining a 3.5 while participating in Mosaic my last two
years in high school. Mosaic gave me the confidence and courage to apply for college.

I never thought | was college material. As | continued in the program, | realized | could
be a mature, well spoken, and professional student and leader. Mosaic was
instrumental in my decision to apply to college and be accepted to Western Michigan
University, where | am a freshman this fall. Thanks to Mosaic, | was able to surpass the
expectations that | once had for myself.

SYDNI JACKSON

Mosaic Singers Alumna
Years in Program: 2010-2015

Mosaic was my first introduction to the world of theatre. | went to a college readiness
STEM school, so the most exposure | had to the arts was my one art class. Mosaic
showed me at 13 years old that there is so much more to the entertainment industry
than television, film, and music. By the time | became a junior in high school, my goals
and career interests drastically changed. | was never that interested in going to school
and majoring in something | didn’t absolutely love. For a while, | was settled on
majoring in Psychology. However, after our college invitational my senior year, |
realized that colleges actually saw some potential in me succeeding in the theatre and
entertainment industries.

Without Mosaic and their college invitational, | would’ve never had the confidence to
explore my life as a performer. Mosaic provided me with so many opportunities that
allowed me to grow as a young artist and a professional. During my college career, |
was featured in shows such as Hairspray, The Wiz, Showboat, and many more. At this
stage in my life, | am certain that the best decision for me was to go to school for
Musical Theatre Performance, and | have Mosaic to thank for that. Not only that, but |
was blessed to have my Mosaic family there with me in college who encouraged me
through all four years of my studies. | have now graduated from Western Michigan
University with my BFA, and have even explored the avenues of television and film.
Mosaic set me up for my future, and | will forever be indebted to them because of it.
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COURTNEY EBONIQUE SMITH
Founder & CEO | Detroit Phoenix Center
Mosaic Youth Ensemble Alumna

Years in Program: 2005 - 2009

The role that the Mosaic experience had on my journey was paramount. It was as a
young artist in Mosaic Youth Theatre that | found my voice. | was encouraged to hold
space for authentic, real, and raw emotions & never shy away from speaking up

and out. | was also encouraged to not apologize for living my truth. Those very
important lessons drive the way | live, love and lead. My personal mission is to not
only be a voice for the voiceless, but to truly center and elevate the experiences of
those who are underestimated. In doing so, opportunities arise for those who are
traditionally overlooked to show up as their full, whole & authentic selves. | believe
that’'s where our power lies. Mosaic helped me find my voice and now | am helping
others activate theirs.

DR. RIANA ELYSE ANDERSON, PhD

Assistant Professor, Health Behavior & Health Education, University of Michigan
Mosaic Youth Ensemble Alumna
Years in Program: 1997 - 1999

I always knew that | wanted to be a speaker of some sort. | was told very early on
that | had stage presence, that | was going to be talking to folks on TV and that | had
a bubbly personality that needed to be expressed in the world. Because of this, | am
really grateful to Mosaic for giving me the focus (“Focus Up”), dedication, and the
energy to do the work that is public speaking. | recognize not all people can do that,
and that is what we were trained to do as | was preparing to put up an entire play
onstage while being a student, studying, and being the captain of a tennis team. At
times | was juggling all these things and still had to dedicate my time to running lines
and blocking, while learning to meet and engage with new people. Mosaic taught me
how to balance everything, how to be persistent, and how to be resilient in the face of
challenges, and I'm incredibly grateful for the gift that Mosaic gave me in doing that.

I draw on it heavily now: recently, I've had some cool national opportunities on CNN,
National Urban League and PBS. This summer, I've had some really awesome
experiences at the front of the (unfortunate) racial justice movement for mental health
and how we can be well at this time of incredible struggle. In these times, | hearken
back to questions posed at Mosaic: how do | enunciate clearly so that people can hear
me and understand my words? How can | focus on the screen and have a stage
presence where I'm standing upright while delivering things intentionally and
thoughtfully? I'm pulling from that training--drawing on the focus that we needed in
Mosaic--to do this work.

In the midst of incredible challenges, having the opportunity to do this work in 2020
has been a true blessing. In reflection, I'm thankful to my director, Rick Sperling (who
I know is no longer with Mosaic in that capacity but who has really changed my life).

I am grateful to all of my Mosaic colleagues--some of whom | still talk to! Overall, I'm
incredibly grateful for what Mosaic gave me, not only as a teen but now in my...(clears
throat)...insert age here... But truthfully, Mosaic has done more than | can say, even
up to this very moment.




For nearly 30 years, Mosaic’s programs have activated the power of the arts to
empower young people to create positive changes in their lives and communities
by helping them develop patterns of cooperation, resilience, empathy and effective
problem-solving skills. We recognize that in times of adversity, these experiences
and the skills that they cultivate become increasingly important for holistic wellness.
COVID-19 has had an indelible impact on the city of Detroit and the many young
artists and families Mosaic serves through our school and community programs, our
incredible Teaching Artists, and the arts & culture community at large.

As we dug deep and reimagined how we could continue to support young people
and our greater community, we pivoted to provide meaningful, responsive,
distanced and virtual programming for youth and families. Though none of us know
when these unprecedented times will end, we do know that showing up, spreading
light and giving love will remain a necessary task, and we are ready and committed

to ensuring youth have access to meaningful arts experiences that:

heal

give hope

spread joy

encourage resilience

provide a platform for them to use their voice to make a difference
and build skills that will help them to excel on stage and in life

. both now and in the future. Thank you for your support and generosity.
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MOSAIC Dusfopmed

56 Schools at student matinee programming

Over 50 youth ages 7-14 through virtual summer programming

90 young artists at over 56 Schools in Ensemble Programs

Nearly 50 youth and young adults ages 14-24 in paid work experiences
Shared 4,500 total hours of service across all programs

® 45 |ocations through the energy, talent and generosity of Mosaic Youth Ensemble members

e By inspiring 87 youth to get involved in community service projects

e Joyously giving more than 120 hours of dedicated service to support community members in need

MOSAIC Il/lﬁfi?leo( Youth & School Communities through. ..

School Residency Partners

The James and Grace Lee Boggs School

Brenda Scott Academy

Chandler Park Academy Elementary School

Chandler Park Academy High School

Chandler Park Academy Middle School

George Washington Carver Academy

John R. King Academic and Performing Arts Academy
Vista Meadows Academy

Community Partners

Child and Adult Care Food Program

College for Creative Studies

Detroit School of Arts

Detroit Public Schools Community District
The Redford Theater

Detroit Creative Youth Development Coalition
National Guild for Community Arts Education
Boll Family YMCA

Meet Up and Eat Up

UPREP Schools

Detroit 90/90

LaShelle’s School of Dance

Grow Detroit’s Young Talent

Cabaret 313

Playhouse! by Stagedoor Manor
Performing Arts Training Center

College Invitational Partners

AMDA

Bethel University

Boston Conservatory at Berklee

Central Michigan University

Chicago College of Performing Arts at Roosevelt University
Cleveland State University

Interlochen Center for the Arts

Michigan State University

Michigan State University College of Music

Oakland University

Olivet College

The Ohio State University

University of Detroit Mercy

University of lowa

University of Michigan School of Music, Theatre & Dance
Wayne State University

Western Michigan University

Engaging young people in
College Invitational Workshops
presented by. ..

Bethel University

Detroit College Access Network
Michigan State University Theatre
University of lowa

Western Michigan University



® Helped Mosaic programs and programming reach over 200 participants
and 7,500 live audience members and over 1 million virtual stage

audience members.

® Brought over 18,000 hours of high quality arts education, leadership
training, college prep and SEL to Detroit area youth.

® Funded over 500 hours of arts learning in Title | schools in Wayne

County Michigan.

® Supported 60+ performances in greater Detroit featuring over 100

young artists.

® Celebrated 19 class of 2020 seniors graduating from 14 schools, with 16

transitioning to college.

® 30 masterclasses with industry professionals

Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit is grateful to the many individuals,
families, corporations, foundations and cultural partners whose
generosity helps us to develop the next generation of artists, leaders

and global citizens . ..

Eleanore and Ronald
Cooney Fund

Doral Abrahim

Gail P. Alston

Kirke Anderson Elsass
Michelle Arrington
Gerald Ashby Jr.
Tarah Aziz

Sjonne Badgerow
Richard P. Baks
Chris Baskel
Cornel Batie

Scott Bettinger

A. M. Bettis

Ellen Blanchard
Jerry E. Bloom

Kim Bradford
Lonnie A. Brewer
Shirley Brice Heath
Elliott Broom
Laveta Brown
Laura Buus

John Cabaniss
Regina Cable
Laura Cable
Pamela Cardell Cati

9

Mary Cassady
Tyler Calhoun
Mary Jane Cassady
Sarah Chalmers

Evans and Suzanne
Camino Chambers

Sylvia Christian
Paula Clark

Toba Cohen-Dunning
Nancy Compton
Traci Cothran

David Craig

Tyrone M. Davenport
Melissa Davis
Christian Davis
Melissa Davis
Michael P. Deren
Geraldine Dockery
Denise Donovan
Gabriel Doss

Helen Dove-Jones
Michael K. Doyle
Jeffrey Duncan
Meagan Dunn

Edsel B. Ford Il Fund
Betty Edwards



Prentis Edwards
Wendalin Edwards
Francine Fein
Gaebrial Ferguson
B Yvonne Fowler
Edward D. Francis
Bryant M. Frank
Roy and Maha Freij
Rebecca Fried
Pamela R. Galloway
Mykale Garrett
Billie Joan Gibbs
Anne F. Ginn

Global Giving Fund
Terry Gordon

C. Green

Charles M. Green
Diane and Saul Green
Karl Gregory
Amber and Richard Griffin
Mary Lou Guisinger
Lorraine Gutierrez
Shaunta Haggerty
Makayla Hewins
Timothy Higgins
Megan Hildebrandt
Tiffany Hilson
Verna Holley
Stanley Howell Waldon
Andrew Huff

Greg Hutchison
Claudy 3.

Japan Business Society
of Detroit Foundation

Jean Wright
& Joseph L. Hudson Jr Fund

Edmund Jones

Julius V. & Alice G. Combs
Foundation

Carole Keller
Janet Kelman
Bridget Kennedy
Elias J. Khalil

Karl Klee

Monica Kleszcz
Jenny Koppera
Anne Kowalczyk
Lawrence La Fountain
Deborah Lamm
Frank F. Lanzilote
Mary F. Lee

10

Mara LePere-Schloop
Sharold Lewis
Alfreda Liles
Abbey Lilly-Lacca
Beverly Maddox
Kaila Madison
Carlin Manning
Sandra Martin
Chase McCants
Danielle McDonald
Debra McEiroy
James Mcintosh
Autumn McKay
Charlene McNary
Lori Mertz

Michael Sperling
& Peggy Kirkeeng Fund

Thomas Miree

Becky and Sam Misuraca
James Moore
Stephanie Murphy
Terry and Leslie Murphy
Patricia Nemeth
Megan Norris

Barack & Michelle Obama
lyinoluwa Omishope
David Osher

Alex Ostman

Pauline Park

Edward Parks

Robert Parrish

Alan Paul

Giovanna Payne-Smith
Deborah Pfliegel
James Phillips
Veronica Pinto

Steven Pollack

Michal Porath

June Reeves

Ethel Revels

Betty A. Roberts
Jessica C. Roberts
Valerie Robinson
Loretta W. Ryder
Tanisha Sanders
Kaitlin Sarnacki

Lauren Scales

Santana Schneider

Lawrence and Sharon Schwart

Brenda Scoggins



LaTonya Sellers

Roy Sexton

Walter Shapero
Christopher Sheeren

Honorable Clifford
& Ingrid B. Sheldon

Summer Shoucair
Brenda Shufelt
Brenda Shufelt
Beverly Simpkins
Marty and Andrea Singer
Donna Smith

Jai'Len Smith
Victoria A. Smith
JoAnn Spencer
Pamela Spencer
Anne Sperling

Irene Sperling
Cassandra Spratling
Aaron Spratt

Kate Spratt

Kathleen Stacey
Delashea Strawder
Surdu Living Trust
Daniel Tannenbaum
Ronald Thayer

The Marshall Mathers Foundation
Judith Thompson
Cynthia B. Thompson
Kathy Thompson
Annette Thornton
Raymond Tichou
Tara Tomcsik

Paula Trilety

Matteo Valenti

Kelli Van

Verna Holley Piano Studio
Takiyah Vincent
Leslie Ward

Gail Warden

Anna Webber

L. M. Wenger
Spencer White

William & Patricia Smith
Foundation

Aeryn Williams

Christine Williams

Williams Charity

Dennis & Thomas Wolf
Women Lawyers Association
Rashelle Wynegar

1

Alan C. Young

Brian Young

Gail M. Zabowski

Michele Zayac

A. Paul and Carol C. Schaap Fund

Shamrock 555 Foundation

DeRoy Testamentary
Foundation

Community Foundation of
Southeast Michigan

Erb Family Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

Seller Lehrer Family Foundation
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Dresner Foundation

The Atlantic Philanthropies

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Rochelle/ Randolph Forester
Foundation

Max & Marjorie Fisher
Foundation, Inc

McGregor Fund

Clear Choice Heating & Cooling
Culture Source

EAY Consulting

Global Giving Fund

Michigan Council for Arts &
Cultural Affairs

Wayne County Back to Work
City of Detroit - Neighborhood
Opportunity Fund
Mercedes-Benz Financial

Alex and Ani

Rocket Giving Fund

Quicken Loans

Chemical Bank

DTE Energy Foundation

UHY Cares Michigan

H&M Hennes & Mauritz
American Express Foundation
MASCO

TisBest Philanthropy

Tappers Fine Jewelry, Inc.
Pepsi Beverages Company
Flagstar Bank

Rock Central LLC

Ford Motor Company Fund
National Endowment for the Arts
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e FIRST STAGE e SCHOOL RESIDENCIES

Intro program for young artists, ages 7-14 In-School Teaching Artist residencies in Elementary,

Middle and High Schools
e SECOND STAGE

. . After school creative youth development programs at
Mid level program for young artists, ages 11-16

Detroit-area schools
* MAIN STAGE , o WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Intensive arts and leadership program

for voundg artists. ages 13-18 Pre-professional paid work experiences in performance,
y 9 +a9 arts entrepreneurship and arts administration

Mosaic Technical Theater paid apprenticeship program
2019-2020 Fivavces
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JOURNEY

Together we can do so much more. You too can help young people recognize their potential
and realize their dreams. How you can help:

The generosity of community members like you help us to empower tomorrow'’s leaders. You
can give online at www.mosaicdetroit.org/donate or give via check by mail (see back cover for
address).

We invite Corporations and Foundations to partner with us to bring equitable access to
transformative artistic experiences that create better futures for Detroit-area youth. As a
funding partner organization you can promote your business and your commitment to the
community to enthusiastic audiences. Contact delashea@mosaicdetroit.org to explore
partnership opportunities.

If you believe every young person deserves equal opportunity to experience safe spaces to
learn and develop skills that prepare them to thrive in youth through adulthood, help us
spread the word about the impact of Mosaic, creative youth development and Detroit.
Connect with us on social media and engage your networks in helping us to create better
futures for young people.

@ @mosaicdetroit
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We celebrate the resilience, brilliance, heart and ambition of our class of 2020 young artists and
alumni. We know that they will continue to illuminate the spaces they enter, putting forth only the
best, nothing less as leaders, life-long learners and change agents for a better world.

MEET OUR
2020 CLASS OF
YOUNG ARTISTS

andf

COLLEGE

GRADUATES

Jimmie Comer Il John Sanford
Western Michigan University, c/o 2024  Wayne State University, c/o 2024

James Sawyer. Jr Samuel Fairley Donovan Rogers
Gap Year Western Michigan University, c/o 2024 University of Michigan, c/o 2024




Ryan Stapleton Chauncy Sutton Michale Coffey

Southern Methodist University, Howard University, c/o 2024 Western Michigan University,
c/o0 2024 c/0 2024

Timothy Ward Olivia Washington Rayven Davis
Wayne State University, c/o 2024  Western Michigan University, c/o 2024 Bethel University, c/o 2024

Jacqueline Whitfield Alise Sellers Zoe Frazier

Central Michigan University, Central State University, c/o 2024 Fisk University, c/o 2024
c/o0 2024




Jordyn Jackson Meleah Acuff Jasonn Parnell
Wayne State University, c/o 2024 Michigan State University, c/o 2024 Gap Year

Kenshyla Taylor Genae Williams Shaunie Lewis

US Army, Combat Engineering Columbia College - Chicago, c/o0 2024 Bachelors of Fine Arts in Acting
University of Michigan

Kynadi Echols Nyah Pierson Charda Jameson
Bachelors of Music in Commercial Music Bachelors of Fine Arts Acting and Bachelors of Fine Arts Acting
with an emphasis in Music Bachelors in Psychology with a University of Michigan
Business Belmont University minor in Community Action & Social Change

University of Michigan



Samantha Cole Jacob Daniel Smith Kyndall Echols

Masters in Social Work Bachelors of FIne Arts in Drama Masters of Arts in Strategic Public Relations
Southern lllinois University Carbondale The Julliard School University of Southern California

Makenzie Davis Devin Woodson Taylor Ivey

Bachelors of Arts in Theater Arts Bachelors of Arts in Music Bachelors in Fashion Merchandising
Waldorf University Metropolitan State University of Denver Kent State University

Taegan Humphries Antione Taylor Jasmine Stallion
Bachelors Degree of Political Science Bachelors in Advertising Management Bachelors of Arts in Public Relations
with a minor of Africana Studies Michigan State University Wayne State University

Tennessee State University




David Johnson Il Duane Smith Nyla Hart
Bachelor of Fine Arts Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theatre: Acting Bachelors of Science in Biopsychology,
University of North Carolina School of the Arts Western Michigan University Cognition and Neuroscience

University of Michigan
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